 ANABAPTISM 
CONSIDERED. 


anſwered ; 
AND 


of Adminiſtration. 


W herein the chief Obje&ions of that 
Sc& againſt Infant-Baptiſm, and the} 
manner of Baptizing by Aſperſion, | | 
or Sprinkling, are fairly ſtated and 


REASONS given why Dipping 1s not to 
be taken as the eſſential or neceſſary Mode! 


aing that way. 


Tb a familiar Letter of Advice to a Pariſhioner incli- 


Hatfeld _ near Doncaſter. 


By William Eratt, M. A. and Miniſter of, | 


| | 


you the truth ? they zealouſly aftett you, but not mell. 


man looketh well to his going. 


i 


| | | £1 
Prov. 14. 15. The ſimple believeth every word, bitt the prudent | | 
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Gal. 4. 16, 17. Am TI therefore become your enemy, becauſe I 167) i | 


KD —_— 


TD —— 


Neighbour Woodward, 


Muſt needs ſay (C and complain too 
you have been unjuſt to your ſelf; and 
unkind to me as your Miniſter, in not think= 
ing me worthy of being conſulted in your Jpi- 
ritual Concerns, ( as to which TI am given 
to underſtand, you pie! lately been under 
ſome Scruples, doubting of the T ruth of your 
ormer Profeſſion in the Communion of the 
Church of England, and ſeeming to incline 
tothe Anabaptiſts Perſuaſzon..) Now to ſet 
you at rights herein, the Errand of this is to 
acquaint you, that T look upon it as a Duty 
mmcumbent upon me, to give you the beſt Ad 


vice I can ( though not deſired_) in this your. 


grand Affair, - the Welfare of your Soul. 

Pray then, let not the Length of my Let- 
ter affright you, for it is honeſtly Fans 
for your ih and I F5 it will prove jo 


be 


be but yout as eaſje and ſincere in the Peru= 
fal as I was in the Writing of it : And if 
my little pains taken herein do butt ſatisfie 
F our Scruples, and bring you home to our | 

| Mother the Church, from whence you were 
unadviſedly ſtraying, I ſhall think my ſelf 

J plentifully rewarded, who am, without Diſ= | 
| ſamulation, 


Your loving Friend 
and Miniſter, D 
Wilkam-Eratt. i " 


ANABAPTISM. 
© CONSIDERED, &c. 


4 W. 


Am apt to think, your raftt ſeparating your ſelf from the 
[ Church wherein you were baptized and bred up, is a Caſe, 
when well examined, you will not eaſily anfwer, either be- 
fore God or Man, for all the new Light you fo much (as I 
W tcar) now boaſt of; for as our Saviour ſpeaks in the Goſpel, If 

the light that is. in tbee be darkneſs, how great is that darkneſs? wa. 6,23, 
. You are pleas'd to ſay, you have been hitherto in Errour and 
Darkneſs; but however that be, are you now infallibly ſure of 
your being. in the right way ? This Principle of Popiſh Infallibili- 
7 (I preſume) you will hardly pretend to, for that ſavours too 
much of the blind Zeal and Enthuſiaſm of Ie7at:z5 Loyola the Foun- 
der of the Feſuits. If then 'tis poſſible for a Man to be miſtaken 
(hough himſelf believes otherwiſe) and it Zeal does not always 
prove the beſt cauſe; for as St. Pau/ affirms. of fome of the Ro- Rom. 10: 2. 
nans that they had a Zeal of God, but not according to Know: 
kdge ; from hence then I gather, there may be an erroneous Con- 
ſcience, that is, a Man may be zealouſly affeted in an ill matter. 

Not to inſtance herein Examples of former Times, we have mo-- 
den ones ſufficient. | 

1. As to the Caſe of the Papi/ts, they're infallibly ſare of be- 
ing in the right, and-all others in the wrong ; and that-there is no 
Salvation out of the Communion of their Church. 

2. As to the Quakers, they are as confident” of their way, that 
they are inwardly taught of God'by his Spirit; and yet, I dare fay, 
tor all. the Zeal of the one; or the: other, you. will eafily agree 
with me, they are both groſly miſtaken in matters of” Religion 
and. Religious Worſhip, | | 


From 


#s v; 


Prov. 24. 
21, 


Heb. 10. 


23. 


Rom. 16, 
> þ 


Anabaptiſm Conſidered. 


From what-has been ſaid, I thus argue.z; That a confident Zeall 
is -not always an Aſſurance of Truth being there; and (this premi. 
ſed) give me leave to tell you what a Lover of Truth ought to 


do, ſuppole he has ſome Scruples upon him thar he has been in a 
wrong way. In this Caſe, a {crupulous Conſcience ſhou'd take 
eſpecial care to inform it ſelf theſe two-ways. 

1. Examine into the Validity of thoſe Scruples that ſeem to 
diſuade him from the Profeſſhon he has lived in. - 

2. It after all his Searches after Truth, his Scruples do til! 


grow upon him, and he cannot fatisfie himſelt to conrinue inf 


his former Profeſſion ; in the next place, a Wiſe-man, and a pru- 
dent Chriſtian, ſhou'd by all due ways and means examine into the 
truth and fatety of the new way, he intends to make choice of; 
elſe, though the way he has been in (as he fancies) is not good, 
yet ſo may it fall cut, he may take a worſe. 

I. then, A prudent Chriſtian, who is a Lover of Truth, ſhou'd 
by all due ways and means examine into the Validity of thoſk 


Scruples that ſeem to diſſuade him from the Profeiſion he has li- Þ 


ved in. Inconſtancy, in any one, argues a Weakneſs, infomuch 
that the Wiſe-man urgeth us, ot to meddle with them that are gi- 
ven to change ,, and *tis excellent Advice which the ApoftleSt. Pau! 


ives, to hold faſt the profeſſion of our Fatth without wavering. 
nd the ſame Apoſtle begs of -Roman Converts, to beware of tol- 


lowing thoſe who- occaſion Schiſms or Divifions in the Church of 


God ; I beſzeech you, Brethren, mark them which cauſe doiſuns 
and offences contrary to the doftrine which ye have learned, ani 
avoid them. 

Now who thoſe are who have always been for dividing the 
Members of Chriſt's:Body, hear the CharaQer of rhem given, the 
2 Tim. 3.6,7. Of thzs ſort are they which creep into houſes, and 
lead captive ſilly women laden with fins, led away with dzoers luſis, 
_ learning, and never able to come- to the knowledge of 1bt 
Trill. . 

To bring the Matter home to our preſent purpoſe, you ſee how 
dangerous a thing it is to be guilty of Herefte or Schiſm. It you 
had then been a Lover of Truth and of Peace, you ought firlt 10 
have conſulted me as your Miniſter, and Jaid betore-me your Scu 
ples, &'er you had openly diflented from the Communion of the 
Church. You ought to ſhew me trom the.holy - Scriptures, the 


Standard of Truth, wherein the Terms of out Communion are un- 


Law{ul ; 


Anabaptiſm Cgnſidered. 
il inefut; what Doctrines they are our Chuxch maintains and teaches, 
-Y nhich are contrary to the Word of God. Will you try and con- 
oY {mn the Church you have been baptiz'd and brought upin, with- 
out hearing what ſhe has to ſay for her ſelf? Ir is againit the Law 
< Wl of Nations to-condemn any Perſon (:7d:&i cauſa) before his Cauſe 
JM heard : and to caution you by rhe way, you are to be yery care- 
» Ml ful in your enquiry of the Dottrines taught in the Sacred Writ, and 
J 7 to paſs. your Judgment raſhly in favour of this or thar Opinion 
! MW i contradiction to: the received DoCtrines and conſtant Praftice of 
WM the Church of God fince the time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; for I 
WJ niſt tell you, that the worſt of Herericks, in all Ages, have plead- 
e Scripture in behalf of their Erroneous Principles : the Soctnans, 
the 4-rt:720mans, the Deiſts, and the very Atheiſts themſelves, have 
ſomething to alledge out of Holy Writ in the defence of their 
mughty Cauſe. Now how this comes to paſs, St. Perer gives. us 
tounderſtand, 2 Per. 3. 16. that the unlearned and unſtable do wreſt 
the holy Scriptures to their own deſtruttion. | 
[ beg of you therefore for Chriſt's ſake, and: for your own Soul's 
ike, not to be of the number of thoſe who. are, as the Apoſtle 


Jhr of men, and cunning craftineſs whereby they lye in wau. to 
cerve. | 

Tis a hard matter to-think you ſhou'd. have liv'd to-theſe years 
and yer have your Religion to feek : the meaning. of Religion is, 
to bind us up to. the performance of our Duty. towards God 2nd 
tomards Man ;.and in this refpett our Church is not wanting in gi- 
wing ſufficient Rules and Directions, do we but follow them, and if 
we'do not, *tis our own faults, not the Churches.. In this way you 
hive:been brought up, and-herein Chriſtian prudence doth oblige 
you to continue, till you be aſfared of a better, and ſhewn where it 
$; and that falts-next-under our Confideration : Namely, 
2, That a prudent Chriſtian ſhou'd. not upon ſome.nice Scru- 
ples forſake the Religion he-has-been brought up in, until he has 
afurance given of a better : and no prudent. Man would change for 
the worſe. A// is not Gold that ghiſters.. We ought to try before 
we truſt: and. he muſt be-a very weak Man that will change his. 
Religion at the firſt fight. of another offered in its ſtead, . before he 
las examin'd the Truth of it. 

Now to-come to the: matter in hand, you are perſuaded to leave 


the Communion of the Church of: England, and. to join with the 
| | Anabaptiſts, 


3 


affirms, CÞi/dren toffed to and fro with every wind of doitrine by the Eph. 4.14; 


| Anabaptiſ m Conſidered. 


Anabaptifts, and"hiy For Conſcience ſake, you 'fay, that way 


being, as.you think, the better, and the more for your Soul's health: 


Bur then 'there ſhou'd go two words to a Bargain , and *tis but 
common Prudence and Juſtice to your old' Religion, to: examine 
wherein” the new one is berter. Now to put you ip a right way 
of Examination, the Queſtion will be; Wherein is yawr new Per. 
Tuafion better then my old Profeffion? The: Anſwer, according tg 
Scripture and Reaſon, is, it is purer in DoQrine, Diſcipline, and 
Worſhip. A $2 Tate: 

But then we muſt go-on to Particulars, and Examine from Scrip. 


ture and Reaſon the Truth of -the matter. Now I do lay, it lis 
upon you to ſhew me, wherein the Purity of this new. way excel 


the old one in the aforementioned refpeAts, and you are to keep 
to your old way till that be done: And'this, in the name of God 
and"Chriſt, I demand of you to do, as you. will Anſwer the con- 
trary at the great Tribunal. You are oblig'd hereto. upon two ac- 
counts z | Qt x 


a4alſe one. - | $0) 
. 2. With regard to the Souls of others, who. may be le into 
Errour by your Example. ABR BN: 0's; | 
I ſhall. be glad to have your anſwer, and defire that it may be 
in the Spirit of meekneſs, as coming from one who ſeeks after the 
Truth, and (when found) is willing to embrace the ſame and « 
fand to it: Our Church has ftill the beſt right to you. You have 
hot as yer, T hope, Tenounced your Baptiſm, and the true Moths 
will not agree with the | Harlott to divide; but if you ar 
telolved right of wrong to forſake the Church, at leaf do not 
abuſe her: Pray then let your anſwer be modeſt and tree iro 
Cavil. es 
Now I muſt needs tell you, that did I doubt of the way 1a 
In (as I thank God Þ do not) of all the ſeveral Perſuafions among 
Chriſtians. the Anabapriſts would be fartheft from my thoughts 0 
Joyning to, and that for theſe Reaſons. © 
1. With reſpe& to thoſe Perſons who were the firſt Broache!s 
of this Set in the City of Munſter in Germany, about the Yea! 
of our Lord 1533. vis. Fobn Matthins, Fo. Buckbold ( alias ji 
_ of Ig den) Marxcer, Knipper-dolling, Nicholas Stokins, Knifft 
bury, and others, their firſt Reformers, whoſe Perſuaſion Wa 
tounded in Blood; they raifed a Sedition in the City, —_— 


I. With regard to your own Soul, ſhould this new way provef 


the 
Ing tl 
lrabl 


Anabaptiſm Conſidered. 


te Magiſtrates, degraded the Senate, and ſet up their own Ring- 
kaders, plunder'd all places ſacred and profane. Zohz Marthize 
eng kill'd in a Skirmiſh, Knipperdoling pretended a Revelation, 
that Buckho/d muſt be exalted to royal Dignity, and to the eter- 
"Wl Throne of his Father David; and having his Rega/ia put on 
tim, he had a Throne built him in the Market-place, and was 
alled the King of Juſtice, and of the New 7eruſalem. Buckbold 
penly, before the People, made a mock Sacrament, gave every 
mean unleavened Loaf, ſaying, Take, eat, and celebrate the Lord's 
luth. He had three Wives, which were called his Qucens; one 
« which, who had been a Glover's Wench, happening to ofiend 
tim, he ſtruck off her Head in the Marker-place, charging her 
wich Adultery : in the mean time his other two pretended Queers 
ſing. a blaſphemous Hymn, beginning with G/oy be to God or 
heb, Whilſt theſe wicked Reftormers were tor two years toge- 
ther carrying on their ſeditious and baſe Detigns, ſeveral thouſand 
Gouls periſhed in the City by Famine and the Sword : but I for- 
kar ſaying any more of thoſe 1ad Varlets, thoſe lewd Reftormers, 
nho never-learn'd this way of retoiming trom Chriſt or his Apo- 
fles. And now let us ſee what Doctrines they raughr. And can 
xe expect to gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles? 

2. Then with reſpect to their Doctrines : they raught, that 
Chriſt was not the true God; that we are righteous by our own 
Merits and Sufferings; that there is no original Sin; rhat Infants 
2 not to be baprized ; they maintained Poligamy, that a Man 
my put away his Wite it of another Religion; that the Godly 
hould enjoy a Monarchy upon Earth; and that any Man may 
Freach and give the Sacraments. Thele and ſuch like were their 
remicious and fulſome Doctrines, which *tis a ſhame to mention 
mongſt Chriſtians: 

To all this I expect as ſhort an Anſwer as was given lately to 
the Reverend Mr. IVe/ley's Book of the Sacraments, by one of that 
Pty at Epworth, It is all Lies : But if the Truth hereof be de- 
med, I can bring in a cloud of Writers of that rime in teſtimony 
if what has been ſaid, of ſeveral Nations and ſeveral Pertuaſions. 


| they are now aſhamed of ſome of their Primitive Doctrines, - 


Im glad of ic; but however, hence I think I may juſtly inter, that 
the Fountain-head of this Sect was ſo corrupt, the Streams floy- 
Ing thence. canhot be very pure: And it muſt te ſuppoled an into- 
&able toul way I was in, ſhould I leave ir to follow thoſe Men. 

| B. 2. With 


, #4 


Anabaptiſm Conſidered, 

2. With teſpe& to the preſent wiy of the Anabeprifis m 
ging their Diſputes, I ſhould fiet be ory Inclinable n4 o of the 
Perſuafion; tor their uſual way is; to ſpeak or write more againſt 
their Adveiities, than in the Merits of theif own Cauſe : Ang 
this to me ſeems an Afgurent of a bad one, when a Man by way 
of Subterfuge is forc'd to fy in his Adverſaries face, when he hs 
litrle to ſay in his own defence: And for once the Party muſt not 
take it 511 it I ſerve *emn if their 6wn ſawce. Well then, 

I muſt ask them, How they can, with any face of Authori 
call themſelves a Church? for, pray whence had they their Mini- 
ftery ? for, as the Apoſtle argues Row. 16. x5. How ſhall they ell; 
him in whom they have not believed ? and how ſhall they believe ; 
him on whom they have not heard ? amd hom ſhall they hear with 
out a Preacher ? and how ſhall they preach except they be ſent? 

and in Heby. 5. 4. the fame Apoſtle declares, with reipet to the 
Miniſteriat FunQtion, that #o man taketh this Doxowr to hinſel 
but be that ts called of God, ax was Aaron. *Tis plain our $4 
viour firſt choſe twelve Apoſtles, and gave '*em Power, by Prayer 
and Impoſition of hands, to ordain others after them for the {up 

ply ing the ſeveral Orders and Offices in the Church to all future 
Ages. This St. Paul affirms, Epbef. 4. 11. Ard be gave ſome Apo. 
files, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and Jome Paſtors and 
Teachers; and for what end, we are given to- underſtand in the 
next Verſe, vis. for the perfeting the Saints, for the work of the 
Miniftery, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt. And the thre: 
Minifterial Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts (or Presbyters) and Dea 

cons, fo often mentioned in St. Pa!'s Epiſtles, have been hap- 
pily preferved in the Church ever fince the time of the Apoſtles, 
and were rightfully and. lawfully continued in the Church of £y 
lind at the. time of our Reformation from Popery.. 


9eſt. But pray then, Where had the Arebaprifts their Autho- 
rity of Ordaining Miniſters ? Who gave the Laity the right 
of Impoſfition of hands, to Ordain Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons ? | 


Anſw. The Anſwer 1s. (I'll warrant you) They have an imuare 
Call-of God. This is plainly Buckhotd and Knipperdoling 
And thus far however they will own their fart Retormeis. 


At 


tits te Jak = he Goge o nes ee By i 


Anabaptiſm Conſider ed. 7 1 1 fo 


| At this rate they may have as many Teachers as People ; for _— 
every one that has but enough of Confidence or blind Zeal, may oF" 
ſet up when he will, his Call is good. But I wiſh ſuch Preten- | pt 


ders wou'd confider the Danger of offering ſtrange Incenſe, and ; 
alſo what befel Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, for uſurping the 1/708 
Prieſt's Office ( Numb. 16. 10, 31, 32.) 5: Je. Po 


9zeſt. And now I'm doing, I muſt ask *em another Queſtion or | , 
two: If they have no lawful Miniſters, where is their lawful | 
Miniftery ? and then, Where are their Sacraments, it rhey have 
not proper Perſons to adminiſter then ? 5 


And now, my Friend, the Conſideration of this matter alone, 
would ſufficiently ſtartle and keep me off from going to this Sect, 
which is, in deed and in truth, according to the Doctrine of our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles, no Church ar all. 

Pray then, good Neighbour, be not {© conceitedly fooliſh as to 
firain at a Guat and ſinallow a Camel. And thys I've paid *em in 8 
their own Coyn, hoping that hereafter they'H let our Church a- | "*l 
lone; for they have work enough at home, if they will but look o 87 
to it, to keep their own Houle clean, they baving neither Do- 
Qine, Diſcipline, nor Worſhip ( as matters are with them ) tru- 
ly Apoſtolical, If what has been ſaid will not diſſuade you from 
running after thoſe People, I ſhall however have the inward Sa- 
tisfaQtion of doing my Duty, as the Prophet Ezekze! ſpeaks, 
Chap. 3. v.18. Since I have grven you warning, if you die in your 
Sins ( a$ doubtleſs Hereſie is a grievous one ) yor blood mrft lye 
# YOUr 00 Apor. 


And now (Nerghbour ) I think I might conclude, having already _ 
exceeded the uſual Limits of a Letter. Bur foraſmuch as the | 
matter I'm upon is the Cauſe of God and of Truth, is concerning 0”; 
- the Welfare of your Soul, and the Peace of my dear Pariſhioners; 
| hope you'll excuſe me if I goon farther, and examine ſome Ob- 
_ kQions made by the Angbeprefis againlt our Mother the Church; 

tor I would not willingly leave one Stone in your way, that ſhould 
in the leaſt make you ſtumble in your Return home to thar Profefro © * 7 FEY. hb 
. Fon of Faith you bave been brought up in, which is built upon | IO 08 
the Doctrines of the Apolties, Chriſt Jeſus being the.chief Cor- ole oft 
agr-ſtone. ; | 
| B 2 The 
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Anabaptiſm Conſidered. 

The chief Objections then of our Adverſaries (for fo I muſt 
term them ſo long as they prevaricate with. the Goſpel of Chriſf) 
ir chiefly two, which they ſeem the molt to inſiſt ON 1N Proſe. 
Ivting or gaining Diſciples : both: theſe concern the Sacrament 
Bapriſm, 


06j. 1. That we are miſtaken in the Subjetts of Baptiſh, in 
baptizing of Infants. 


Obj. 2. That we are wrong In- the manner of Adminiſtration, In 
ſprinkling inſtead. of dipping. 


I ſhall ſpeak to theſe two ObjeCtions ſeverally ; but foraſmuch 
35 my Letter is. ſwoln already too big, it theretore my Anſiyer 
herein proves not farisfaftory (as being too brief) give your par: 
ticular Reaſons of your DiflatisfaCtion-z and if they're not already 
anſwered, by the Aſſiſtance of Almighty God, you ſhall not long 
want another Anſwer to-ſuch. Objections as you ſhall make (if of 
any weight or moment, ) wherein I ſhall argue the matter with 
you more at large. | 
[ begin with their firſt Objection, theirs I ſay, not yours; for 


rou do the-Cauſe of your Mother the Church great wrong, ſhould ( 
you be on the offenſive ſide, when you ought to be on the defer- i 
five; *twould- be- even unratural to arraign- her, when you ought 
to: plead: in her behalf; to-join and: engage your ſelf with the ad- 


verſe Party, when-in Duty and Prudence you ſhould'ftand againk 
it: for what will all.your Brethren, my Pariſhioners, and all other 
indifferent Perſons, fay of you, ſhou'd you ſo ſhamefully give up | 
the Cauſe (wherein both your Conſcience and your Credit are 
concern'd ): before the ſame is fairly heard and try'd. But I muſt 
g0 on with the Objection; and as they put ir, the ſtrength-of it 
lies. in theſe two: things, That there ought to- be Faith and Re 
pentance before Baptiſm: the one; fay- they, Children- cannot 
have, the other they cannot perform; and: ſo are not: capable of 
receiving this Ordinance. Now. to ſet the matter in queſtion ina 
true light, I thall examine the two Branches. of the ObjeCtions 
ſeparately. | 

i. As to Faith; Tanſwer, If thereby they mean an aQtual or out- 
ward: Profeſhon of: Fairh is neceſſary. in Children: before. they can 
receive the ſign of the Covenant, this I deny, and it lies upon them 


it 


O- 


Anabaptiſm Conſidered. 9 WW: 
to prove it; but then I affirm, that Children of believing Parents 
have ſuch * an imputed Righteouſneſs of Faith as is requiſite to * 7 mean an 
entitle them to the initiating Covenant, and ſo have a right to the 9:tward or RY 
Sign or Seal of that Covenant, namely Baptiſm, whereby they're orgy pf | Ps 
diſcipled or initiated into rhe Chriftian Protefhon, and ſo are made gov. nc i $4.48 
rifible Members of Chriſt's Church. Bur for the farther clearing if children 


_ - 


of this point, ler us compare F Circumciſion and Baptiſm toge- had. | 
ther as they reſpect thoſe two things ; vs. + Circum- | 
| 1. Matter of Fact. cifon ant 
| "Ri priſm 
2. Matter of Right. pr re 


the ſame Evangelical Covenant ; the former given by God to Abraham, the latter given by Chri/t 
limſelf. 


Now it cannot be denied but Circumcifion was the Seal of the 


tEvangelical Covenant ; and was not that a Covenant of Faith? + 0f the 
yea, doubtleſs. We have the Authority of St. Pau/ for ir, who one” 


 alls it, Rom. 4- 11. the Sea/ of the Righteouſneſs of Faith. And ,, pyher 


were not (1 pray you.) Children capable of receiving. this Seal of Abraham g 
Hith given to Abrahams? You anſwer, Yes: tell me then why not ho was 20 | 
Children of Believers now ? or were Infants under the Old Teſta- 
ment more capable of receiving the Seal of Fairh then, than Chil- | } 
lren are now under the Goſpel? or was the Seal of this firſt Co- ky 
renant of Faith more privilegial and extenſive in favour to Abra- 
br and his natural Seed, than the ſecond Seal of the ſame Cove- 
nant is in and through Chriſt to all thoſe who are of the Faith, of 
Abraham? Who will preſume to affirm this? 

I'm not ignorant what a Noile the Arabaptiſts make about the 
Commiſſion our Saviour gave his Apofliles in reference to the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm; Go reach all Nations, Baptizing them in the yax.98.19, 62 
Name of, &c. They'll tell you, Perſons muſt be taught before 5 
they are baptiz'd; but with their Favour, this is not always to- WP 01 
be taken. in their meaning, but only in the caſe of adult Perſons, * 


' For if we confider the Etymology and real Signification of the _ 
Word Teach, in the Original it is wears; which according | 'S., 
to very learned Expoſitours, fignifies alſo diſcipling. and. then. , hn hal 


the Commiſſion 'runs - thus, Go ye, and by Baptiſm make diſciples. 
To what end? That they niay be taught and inſtructed in: the 
Duties of the Chriſtian Faith ; as will plainly appear it you take: 


the Commiſhon. mentioned in. the 19th ver. together with. what. "#1 
follows in. the; 2oth.; and. it: is; thus, Go ye, Diſciple all Nataons, | Rx. F5gh 
| buptizing' ly Bl th 
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b 


the Holy Ghoſt, Teaching *em to obſerve all things whatſoever | 


have commanded you. They'll anſwer, we are only for the lite. 
ral Senſe of the Word. I reply, diſcipling is alſo as trne a mean- 
ing of the Word, if the Original muſt be judge; bur it they dv 
not underſtand it, or will not believe it, I cannot help that. 
And now that we are upon Chriſt's Commiſſion, let us examine 
it 4 little farther, as to the extent of it----Go ye, Bapt:ze all Ne. 
tions, &c. Ask'em what this means, and then they're againſt the 
literal Meaning for we ſay this Authority muſt needs reach the 
Bapriſm of Infants, if Children are part of the World; and there 
cannot be all Nations, if they are excluded. No ſuch matter, fay 
they ; this Commiſhon extends only to adult Perſons of all Nz. 
tions, who are firſt to be taught, and then to be baptized. When 
we urge farther that of the Apoſtle St. Pezer, The promiſe is 1 
you and your children; they anſwer as before, This is to be under. 
ſtood to you and your Poſterity, as when Moſes ſpeaks of the 


Children of 1/7ae/, is meant all Perſons of that Stock : and if} 


we agree to this, how then? Are not young Children (1 pray ye) 
part of that Stock? Truly there are not many Families in compar. 
ſon without them; and if it was otherwiſe, there would ſoon 
be left but few, or no Nations at all. wa 

From rhe extent of the Commiſſion, let us go, the Execution 
of it, and ſee if that can help to reconcile us. Well then, from 
Scripture we relPem of whole Families that were Baptized to 
gether, as Lyd:a and her houſhould, the Jayler of Ph/:ppi, he 
and all his ſtraitway., and how St. Paz/ affirms that he baptized 
the houſhould of Srephanens (x Cor. 1. 16.) And are they ſure 
there were no Children in'theſe Families. 

But farther, there is one thing more I muſt obſerve unto you 
before I leave the Authority of the 'Scriptures as to this point; 
that there were three ways of Proſelyting among the Fes, name: 
ly Circumciſion, Baptiſm, and Sacrifice : The firſt belonged only 
ro the Males, the two latter to all, Men, Women, and Children; 
and all the Rabbins do with one confent affirm, that Perſons of 

all Ages and Sexes were admitted into'the Church by Baptiſm: 
In the Gemara it ts thus exprefled:; If with a Proſelyte his Sors 
and his Daughters are made Proſelytes al”, that which is done 6 
their Father redounds to their good : and apain in the Babylonian 
Talmud, They baptize alittle Proſelyte according to the Jung 

= 


aptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 


= == -——-— © Or OS cfA.wG is = co ES 


' wn ns dS © a $5 ox” 


> YL 


Anabaptiſm Conſidered. 


of the SBanhedrim ; that is, as the Gloſs renders it. If he is de- 
prived of his Father, and his Mother brings him to be proſelyred, 
he is baptiz'd according to the Cuſtom z which was this, there 
was © be three Men preſent ac his Baptiſm who were accepted 


inſtead of a Farther to him. 


- From hence I obſerve, That the Cuſtom of Baptiſm being a thing 
ſo common among the Zews when they ſent Meſſengers ro Fob, 


the Queſtion was not, Why doft thou baptize * which in all likely- 


hood had been the firſt Queſtion, had not Baptiſm, with them 
teen ſo uſually a way of diſcipling ; no, but they demand the Au- 
of the Baptizer, and they asked him and ſaid unto him, 


ther that Prophet. 


thori 
Why 7 ucHar thou then, if thou be not the Chriſt, nor Elias, nei- John 2 25. 


Hence alſo I farther obſerve, that Pedobapr:/m being fo common 
and known a Cuſtom in the Jewiſh Church, when Multitudes 
flock'd to- Fohr's Baptiſm, who dare poſitively aftirm they did nor 
bring their Cnildren along with them to be baprized? As to our 
Adverfaries alledging, where is it ſaid, Go, Bapt:ze Infaxts @ 1 
anſiver, What need was there to: ſtrengthen Baptiſm with any 
particular Precept, when it became an Evangelical Sacrament? for 
that our Saviour took it as he found it, this only added, that he 

ofmnoted: it to a more worthy End, and to a larger Uſe, to be a 
Feat of the Covenant of Faith, as Circumcifion was: before; and 


to be alfo the Laver of Regeneration, not only to the Natural 
Seed of Abraham, bur to all thoſe who ſhould be of the Faith of , 


n Out --- 


our Father Abraham; and: that there is in fome. Meaſure * an-im- 
puted righteouſheſs of Faith as- well as an aCtual one, ſeems to me ger a1 21613-- 
rery plain from St. Pau/, when he thus argues, The wnbelieving neſs. 


bushand is ſanttified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife by the , cg, wa. « 
' burband, elfe were your children unclean, but now are they holy. = "Wu 


I camnot tell what can be meant by this Holineſs, 
butthat the + Children of believing Parents have a Right 
and: Privilege to the Seal of the Covenant above thoſe 


of Unbelievers, namely to Baptiſm, which the Apoſtle 


calls the Laver of Regeneration; and this new Birth 
muſt ſuppoſe a great advantage redounding to them 
by receiving this-Sacrament : and- for this I refer you 


tour Church's Explanation herein touching I 
ſpiritual Grace, 


That it is an-outward viſible Sign of- an 1nwar 


f Theſe (neceſſitate cn 
gente) may have private 


Baptiſm; but the other, 7 


think, cannot without 


Sponſors be admitted 
viſeble- Members of 


Chriſt's Church, 


groen unto ws, ordained by Chrift himſelf, as a means. whereby we 


' recerve 
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reteive the ſame, and as a Pledge to aſſure us thereof , and jþ 
being by Nature born in Sin, and the Children of Wrath, we are 
hereby made the Children of Grace. 

| To this add the Common uſage in the Church of executing this 
our Lord's Commiſſion ever fince the Apoſtles days, in all Nations 
and Countries where the Goſpel hath ſpread it felt : and whether 
the baprizing of Infants has not been the received DoQrine and 
Pra&ice of all the Churches in general (whether Eaſtern or W-|. 
ern) I appeal herein to the unanimous conſent of the Ancient 
Farhers ; and the ſame is yet ( for any thing I have either read or 
heard ) the Cuſtom of all National Churches in the whole Chriſtian 
World to this very day : and if weſhould ſpeak of fingle Chriſtians 
( on which I lay no other ſtreſs than to diſcover the preſumptuous 
Confidence of our Adverſaries) the Number of thoſe who are for 
ah 6th Fa in compariſon of the Anabaptiſts, is as much'dif 
parity ( I believe I may aftirm) as ten thouſand Men are to one. 
And ſo muchas to matter of Fact. 

In the next place, we come to matter of Right; and I hope, 
Neighbour, we need not ſtand long upon this, tor where matter 
of Fatt is by divine injunCQtion, in the fame or in a parallel Cfe 
matter of Right cannot be diſputed without reflecting upon the 
Aurhority of the Lawgiver or Commander. To come then to an 
iſſue in this Point, you have heard that the command is general, 
Go, Baptize all Nations, and that Children muſt be taken as part 
of thar All : and in general Laws the relating of particulars is not 
required, becauſe Laws always paſs on the whole kind, and 3 
part muſt neceſlarily be ſuppoſed to be included in the whole, as 
a particular in an Univerſal. 

Beſides, I judge the Arabapriſts themſelves are of this opinion 
in the caſe of the other Sacrament, the Lord's Supper : elfe why 
do they admit Women to it? We own, *tis trne, that all ought to 
celebrate the Lord's Death; but I ask, Where is ir particularly 
commanded that Women are to receive as well as Men? Our Ad- 
yerſaries in this caſe muſt clear it thus; They are part of Mankind, 
Perſons for whom Chriſt died as well as Men, and ſo are within 


our Lord's general Precept, Do thzs in remembrance of me. I take 


this as a good Anſwer. Bur then, 

I ask them, Why is not the Command in the initiating' Seal to 
be lookt upon as extenfive as it is ( they being Judge) in the con- 
 fArming Pledge or Seal? It mult needs be 2s general ( with regard 
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' to the Precept ) elſe ſome Perſons might receive the Lord's Sup- 

xr before they're baptized, and ſo their Confirmation in the Chri- 
fan Faith might in order of Time precede their Initiation, and 
thoſe might be admicred Gueſts at the Lord's Table, who ncver 
were really his Diſciples ; which none, I think, will allow, that 
own the Sacraments. And thus it ſeems plain ro me that it muſt 
needs follow, if Children are included in the general Precept of 
Baptiſm, then they ought of right ro be baptized ; for in every 
Law of God there muſt be ſuppoſed a Reaſonableneſs and Equity 
in the Performance, becauſe every ſuch Law is the Sanction of 
Truth and Juſtice, in as much as the ſame is enaQted by an all-wiſe 
Lawgiver. 

But here is another Objection thrown in my way, and I fear 
(Nezghbour) you'll not let me go on, till *tis removed ; and *tis 


this. 


0bj. Say our Adverfaries, Now we'll fight you with your own 
Weapons, If the Law of the two Sacraments be general, and 
the one as extenſive as the other, why is not the Lord's Sup- 
per given to Infants as well as to Men and Women ? 


L anſwer, For very good Reaſons *tis moſt convenient and ne- 
ceſſary, that Children as well as adult Perſons, be baptized, that 
{o Chriſt's Flock may be diſtinguiſhr from Zews, Heathens, and 
Pagans; and it ſhews a wonderful kind Love in our Saviour in 
bringing thoſe Infants (in whom there is no actual let or hinde- 
rance of their own ) nearer unto him, by his gracious Ordinances 
of Baptiſm, wherein he ſers his Seal that of /xch is the Kingdom 
of Heaven. And I the rather believe this, tor thar when our Sa- 
riour was on Earth he manifeſted ſuch Love and perſonal Tender- 
neſs for them even as a Father, his Words and Actions were both 


full of AﬀeStions towards them ; He took them up in his arms, Mark 10. 
I6, 


fut bis hands upon them, and bleſſed them. 
Add to this, That w2 are all conceived and born in Sin; and 


that as ;72 Adam all dy'd, how then? /o 11 Chrijt all ſhould be made Pal. 51. s. 


ave, that is (Sealvabiles) ſavable (1 Cor. 15 22.).and without all 
doubt Children are a. part of this A!l, for whom Chriſt dyed and 
toe again. Now this being ſo, and there being no other means that 
'we know of in an ordinary way, bur Baptiſm, whereby Children 


have the Grace of the Covenant convey'd unto them, that being 
C the 


-, 
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the outward Seal thereof, and rhar being alſo the Laver of Re. 
generation wherein the Stain of Original Sin is waſhed away. 

This then implies. a neceffity of their being baptized; and this 
Do&rine our Saviour himlelt confirms, when he ſaith, 7oby 3.5, 
Except a man be hern of water and of tbe Spirit, be cannot enter 
into the Kinzdows of Heaven. Except a Man, here mult be meant 

21l rhe Kind of Man, elſe may Women be excluded as well as In- 
tams. Thus *tis moſt reaſonable Children. ſhould he baptized, 
Bur then, 

\ As to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the caſe. is far diffe. 
rent; the Reaſon of the thing ſhews that there is a great diftin- 
ction to be made *twixt a Diſciple or one that is. newly entred a 
Scholar in Chriſt's. School, and thoſe who are come: to ſome 
growth and ſtature in the Chriſtian Profeſſion : in young Begin. 
ners a tractable Diſpoſition or Inclination to. learn is accepted 
whereas in adult Perſons, becauſe more is given ſo. more is requi- 
red of them ; they come to the Lord's Table to renew their bap- 
tilmal Vow. and to ſet forth: the Lord's. Death; they are Gueſts 
invited, bid to-prepare themſelves, and therefore *tis expetted they 
pur on the Wedding-garment :. they muſt go thither with aQual 

Faith and Obedience ; they mult call rhemſelves.to account, and, 
as our Church piouſly admonithes.ſuch, They are 10 examene then- 

ſelves whether they truly repent them of their former Sins, ot 
faſtly purpoſing to lead a new Life, having a ltvely Faith in God's. 
mercy through Chriſt, with a thankful Remembrance of his Death, 
and to be in charity with all men. $So- that whether we reſpect 
the Conditions qualifying a worthy Communicant, or the end.of 
his receiving, that Duty cannot be expected from Babes, but from 
thoſe who are Proficitents, are grown up- in the Knowledge and 

Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And: this-I hope you will take 


as a ſufficient Anſwer to this ObjeQtion: and we may therefore go- 


on. Having then ſhewn, both trom matter of FaCt, and-matter of- 


Right, thar Infants. ought to. be baptized, let us make forward th- - 
the ſecond. branch of the firſt Exception againft. the baptizing of 
Children, namely. Repentance, the Scripture ſaying, Repent and 
be baptized. This, I hope, will not take. us. up. much. time, ſo- 


pray, Nerghbour, let us to it.. 


Obj.. Thus. then objett-our Adverſaries, and argue. upon it, Re. 
pentance ought to precede Baptiſm, bur Infants cannot repent,. 


and therefore ſhould not be. baptized.. | 
OG _ Tanſwer 
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] anfwer, There are two kinds of Sins (generally ſpeaking ) 
Original and Actual: As to the firli I ſay, the Obedience of the + F) 
ſecond Adam is as extenſive as the Prevarication of the firſt Ada, PPG: 
and thar there are no other means revealed unto us to wath off tv 089.68%s 
this ſtain in Infants but Baptiſm, and ſo moſt reaſonable and ne- fe 
ſary, that they ſhould, as you have heard betore, be Partakers a 6-95 
of this Sacrament: bur of aQtual Sins, they being not guilty of 4 Ik CFr ind 
thoſe, they have no occaſion to repent. | WEST b A > 

So that the Exhortation of St. Peter, Repert and be baptized, 
does not ar all concern Infants, but adult Perſons; and this will Fu 
be undeniable, if we obſerve the occafion and purport of the Dif. | (30s 
courſ& preceding the ſame. So it was, that rhe Feaſt of Pentecoft 
being-come, and vaſt numbers of People reſiding then at ZFeruſa- 
jm to keep the Feaſt, both Fews and Proſelites of divers Nations, 

3 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, &c. the Apoſtles being met there 

alfo,, and aſlembled together in one of the upper Rooms of the 2: 
Temple ( as their daily cuftom was) whilſt they were perform- Vid- Dr. | 0 
ing divine Service, it pleaſed Almighty God at that time to pour amond YIRGG 
down upon thera the miraculous Gift of the Holy Ghoſt: hereupon 1 3. compa- foes 14H 
they began immediately to ſpeak unto the People in their Maſter's red with | ca | 
Name, and upon his. Buſineſs, in their feveral Tongues and Lan- caP- ” ed 
eUages. | VCT. Lo | 

The Rumour of this hrought a mighty Concoutfe to them at Fw 
the Temple. Now the People finding ir even fo as it was told TH 
them, whilſt Peter and the reſt of rhe Apoſtles expounded unto WT ocdht 7 
them the DoQtrines of the Chriſtian Faich, many of them were | 6 40. 
convicted in their Conſciences at what they had ſeen and heard, WO. 
and therefore cried our of a fadden, Mem and Brethren, What ſhull ' "Mf7 DrE 
ve do? Anfwer was made by Pcter and the reft of the Apoſtles, MES ik 
Repent, and be baptized in the name of Feſus Chrift for the re- e155 
mon of fans. Ard this plainly ſhews, that Repentance here re- 1A 
| m—— before Bapriftm was of adult Perfons, whether Jews or Pro- fr ERS, 
elites (for in this caſe they are all one) that they fhou'd be : ths 
teartily ſorry for all the a&tual Sins rhey had been guilty of, re- | 2 bs 
' blve to become new Men, and to believe in rhe Lord Jeſus, thar | FF ht 
{ they might be qualified for Baptiſm, the initiating Seal of the | 087 (45: 
Covenant of Faith. ; | | LCN 
This is therefore the Apoſtolical DoArine touching the bapti- 1 FN 
ung of adult Perfons, they ought to repent and believe, to qua- s $$ 
ihe them for receiving the Scal of the: faid. Covenant: Ay ; 
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far our Mother the Church doth agree with the Anabapriſts ( if 


this is their DoQtrine ) as may be ſeen in her Office of Baptiſm 
of rhoſe of riper Years. Thus the Exhortation betore ir runs. 


* Save your ſelves from this untoward Generation, for that Baftij 


folu.3, 23» 


duh now ſave not by the putting away the filth of the Fleſh, buy 
the anſwer of a good Conſcience. And the Rubrick expreflly te. 
quires, That due care be taken for the Examination of ſuch Per. 
{ons as are to be ſo baptiz'd, and that they prepare themizlves with 
Prayers and Faſting for this holy Sacrament. I need ſay no more 


on this Head ; and I hope this. Point will give you no occaſion to 


leave the Church. Having then agreed thus well in this matter, 
| ſhall be glad it we can cloſe ſo well in the next Objection, and 
thar is as. touching the Manner or Mode of Baptizing, 


Second General Objettion. 


That Dipping, not Sprinkling, is the eſſential and neceſſary 
Mode of the Sacrament of Baprilm. 


Anſwer. 

In Anfwer to this Objection, PIF not deny any thing herein that 
Scripture or Antiquity ſeems to, favour, as to the cuſtom of In- 
merging or Plunging under Water Perſons to be baptiz'd. 'Tis 
contels'd then, the Zews in their proſelyting-or making Diſciples 
by Baptiſm, uſed, I believe, generally to put the Perſons to be 
baptized all under Water, being conformable to. their legal Pur 
g4tions: Thus Marmonides ipeaking of. their manner of baptizing, 
If any Perſon (faith he) waſhes oz: dips himſelf all over but itt 
tip of bis little finger, be ws. yet in hzs Uncleanneſs. And if any 
one had- much Hair on his head, that was alſo to be waſhed, &{ 
the Perſon was reckoned unclean. Suppoſe farther, that in cor- 
formity io the 7ew/h Cuſtom, the. Mode of Fohr's Baptiſm was 
after this manner too, as ſeems. to be inferred from his. baptizing 
in Fordan and Enon, becauſe there was much Water there , and 
ſuppoſe- farther, that this Cuſtom continued in the - Church to 


fome time after Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the hot Countries where 


Dipping of Children might be fate as to Cold and if it be fon 
theſe places (pray ye) who's againſt it ? 

Whaz! The Church of Erg/and® That ſhe is not: for in het 
Rubrick about the Baptizing of Infants, it is thus ordered ; That 
after the: Naming, of. the. Child, the Miniſter (if they ſhall - 

tifs 
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the him the Child may well endure it) ſhall dip it warily in the 
Water, ſaying, I baprize thee, &c. So that you ſee, Neighbour, 
ou or any other Perſon might have your Child dipt at its Bap- 
iſm openly at the Font in the Church, if the ſame is defired. 
here is therefore no Plea left for your ſeparating from our Church 
pon this account, unleſs Dipping in the River + Torn by a Lay- 
man ſhall be lookt upon to anſwer better the end of Baptiſm, 
than Dipping in the Font by a lawful Miniſter. 


But they'll tell you, that Dipping is Eſſential to Baptiſm, and 1jnwcotn- 
therefore thoſe thar have not been dipt have not yet been duly ſhire fa- 
hptized : but this I deny, and let them prove it if they can ; and 2 for 


till then, in all reaſon, you ought to ſtand to your former Bap- 
tim. And I make this. fair Offer, Do but continue of our Com- 
munion till the Anabapriſts ſhall be able, from Scripture, Antiqui- 
quity, or Reaſon, to make appear, thar Dipping is eſſentially 
neceſſary to baptiſm ( /ine qa non ) and I ſhall defire your Con- 
formity no longer. 

Here I might very juſtly lay down my Pen; and at preſent 
fay no more, the Authority of the Church (I mean not of E7-+ 
gand only, but all or moſt Chriſtian Churches in the. Weſtern and 


Northern parts of the World) now ufing.the Sprinkling:or Pour-- 


ing Water upon Infants at the time of their Baptiſm inſtead of Dip- 
ping of them, is-methinks ſufficient SatisfaQtion ro me, and ought 


to-be ſo roany indifferent or unprejudic'd Chriſtian, until the con-- 
try is made appear, v:Z. That there is an eſlential neceſlity in. 
the very Nature of the Sacrament of Baptiſm, that Immerging. 


or Plunging be the only Mode of Adminiſtration. 
Yet on ſecond Thoughts, when I confider I am not diſpu- 


ting againſt an Adverſary, as-to- whom, I ought to take all rea- 
fonable advantage in the way of Argument ; bur that I am writing: 


to a Pariſhioner, and. a Friend, and: am endeavouring to fſatisfie 
one under my Charge in ſome Scruples of Conſcience, which is 
a Duty incumbent upon my Office, upon. this Confideration 


(Neighbour) 1 ſhall be free'r with you than otherwiſe I had-need 
to have been, and 1o will give you ſome Reaſons, why I think Dip» 


ping not efſentially neceſlary in the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm. And, 

1/2. For thatT look upon it, there's -a vaſt difference to be made 
berwixt a- legal waſhing and a ſacramental one : Fohn indeed, in 
his Baptiſm, doth ſeem to. conform to the Jewiſh Mode of.Im- 
merging; and. this Symbol. might truly better comport with- the 


then: 
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then preſent Circumſtances of thoſe his Diſciples, who were pot. 
lured with an outward, and as it were viſible Stain (as well a; 
an inward one ) either of * Zadai/m or Heathenifm : but now 
(thank God ) the caſe is far otherwiſe (the very name of a Fey 
or an Heatben, being among us in the Country a ſtrange thing ) 
the Subjets of Baptiſm, generally ſpeaking, are now the Of: 
ſpring of Chriſtian Parents, and to it there is a promiſory Right 
or Title included in the Grace of this Covenant : The promiſe i; 
to you and your Children, in whom there remains no legal or out: 
ward Impurity. | 

But now to come to the point in queſtion, why ſhould not 1 
little Warer, as well as a great deal, repreſent the inward waſh- 
ing of the Spirit to Infants ar their Baptiſm, who are after a ſort 
clean before, as being of the ſtock of Believers? So the Apoftley 
Elfe were your children unclcax, but now are they holy. For inftance 
herein, by way of Simile ; Was I to fign you a Bond, would not the 
impreſs of a little Wax, the bigneſs of my finger's-end, make the 
Condition of the Bond as good and as fure unto you, to all intents 
and purpoſes, as it it had been ſtamp't with a Seal ten times as 
big? Now in the reaſon of the thing, Why ſhould nota little Wa- 
ter be as good a Seal of the Covenant of Baptiſm, as a greater 
quantity ? and why is not the inward waſhing of the Ipiit as Vit- 
tually repreſented in a ſmall quantity of Warer, as well as Chriſt's 
Body and Blood in a little quantity of Bread and Wine ? The ex- 
ceſs herein was the Fault of the Corinthians, and juſtly condem- 
ned by the Apoſtle ; but I never underſtood *rwas a Crime to eat 
or drink ſparingly at the. Lord's Table, tor that the food there is 
facramental, and the ſtrengthening and refreſhing of our Souls by 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt is to be lookt at, and not the 
{trengthening of our Bodies by the Bread and Wine: ſhould any 
think otherwiſe, I muſt ftop their Mouths with St. Pau/'s Que 
ftion, Have you not bouſes to eat and drink im, or deſpiſe you the 
Church of God £ &c. 


So in the other Sacrament we are not ſo much to look at the 
outward Circumſtances of it (viz.) how. much or how little Wa- _ 


ter is neceflary towards its due. Adminiftration, as to conſider the 
Pefign and End of it, and not the outward wafhing of the Body 
of the Perſon baptiz'd, the putting away the filth of the Fleih (as 
St. Peter ſpeaks) which might require more. or lefs Water tor its 
Purification, according to the'Stature, Age, or Uncleanneſs of the 


Perſon 
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Perſon-to be waſh'd : for the uſe of Water in this Sacrament is ſym- 
tolical and repreſentative of the inward waſhing of the Spirit at 
the time of Adminidtration ; Ir is an outward viſible ſign of an in- Church Cas. 
word ſpiritual Grace, given unto ws, and ordained by Chriſt himſelf, 
ts a means whereby we receive the ſame, and a pledge to aſſure 
vs. thereof + and fo a little Water doth as virtually repreſent the 
Operation of the Spirit in the new Birth, as well as a little Bread. 
and Wine doth repreſent unto us in the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper the Operation of the ſame Spirit in exhibiting to us ſpiri- 
wally the Body and Blood of Chrift, in order to ſtrengthen and 
confirm in us the new Birth, that we may thereby be enabled to 
walk in newneſs of Lite. 
2dly, To this add, - 'P 
# The reaſonableneſs of this Cuftom being alter'd from Dipping Myr an 
to Sprinkling, (even neceſfity herein compelling ; ) for in our cold ;;,/ anz- 
and Northern Climates ſhou'd all the Children (and thoſe are the bapriſts in 
moſt who want baptizing_now ) be dip'r, well truly they might Holland 45 
be aid, in a literal ſenſe, to be-buried with Chriſt in thetr Bap- _ : 16 
tim ; the waſhing. wag of Regeneration might be the cauſe of ,, ,;, T 
{nding them to- their Graves: But God loves and delights in read. 
Mercy more than in. Sacrifice; and. therefore that Commiſhon 
which our Saviour gave in order to the health of our Souls, we 
amot, without manifeſt prejudice to 'the gracious: intention of 
the Lawgiver, ſuppoſe he wou'd have 10 executed as: to indanger 
' the health of our Bodies. 
Upon this-very Account alſo, we read that the: Sanbedrim of 
the Zeros was petitioned, that Dipping in their Female Purgations 
might be taken away ; For what Cauſe ? For that the Women of 
Galilee, by reaſon of the. Cold they then gor, became. barren. 
Did the Geli/eans pity their menſtraous Women, and ſhall nor 
Chriſt have compaſſhon of his poor Babes, to whom, when on 
tarth, he made ſuch kind- Promiſes, gave ſuch tender Embraces, 
wk - Divine Blefſing, and was ſo angry they ſhould. be kepr 
MM; 
In fine, I ſhow'd never condemn any Perſon for deſiring; to have. 
tis Child dip'd ; but ſhou'd he ſtand upon it as of the Eiſence of. 
the Sacrament (fre gud non) that I think would argue his han- 
kering too much after the legal and. Judaical Waſhings-; his put-- 
ting t00 mach ſtreſs on the outward Element of Warter;. which'is 
but the. viſible Sign ; and. his lighting. the. rhing fignified; ( _ 3: 
| the. 
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the inward inviſible Grace, the ſecret Waſhing and Purification 


made by the Spirit at the time of Adminiſtration. I ſhall coy. / 


clude rhis Point with. the Judgment of an Ancient Father, when 
conſulted upon this very account : his words are theſe; That Jy. 
merſion in Baptiſm is now generally diſuſed in theſe parts of thy 
World, and Sprinkling ſucceeds in its room, becauſe the tender 
Bodies of moſt Infants (the only Perſons now 10 be baptized) coull 
not be put under water 1N x of cold Northern Climates without 
apparent prejudice to their Health, if not their Lives. And ther. 
fore in this, as in other caſes, God requires Mercy rather than 
Sacrifice; eſpecially conſidering that the main Ends of Baptiſh 
Are attained this way, and the myſtical EiteQts thereof, as virty 
ally repreſented by Sprinkling & Dipping. And to this Mode of 
Baprizing the Prophet Ezekzel, chap. 36. ver. 25, 26. ſeems pro. 
phetically to refer, when he ſaith, 1hen will I ſprinkle clean We 


ter ufon you, and ye ſhall be clean from all your Filthineſs, and 


new Heart will I grove you, and a new Spurit will I put within 
You. 


you (Neighbour) and all other Perſons that are not wiltully pre- 
Judic'd againſt Reaſon and Truth : and as for ſuch who are reſdl- 
ved to dillent and wrangle on whatever is ſaid or whatever is pro- 
ved, I ſhall adviſe *em to conſulr Sr. Paul for an Anſwer that 
may be more ſatisfaCtory ; namely, If any man ſeems to be conten- 
tiows, we bave no ſuch cuſtom, nenher the Churches of Gol, 
1 Cor. 11. 16. 

And now (Neighbour) having gone through the Particulars 
was to ſpeak to, and having alſo fairly anſwered ſome of the 
main Obje&tions our Adverfaries (the Arabapriſts) chietly infil 
on ; I ſhall only leave the whole matter before you in order as it 
is written, with ſome uſeful Inferences, and ſo conclude. 


In the IntroduQtory Parr of my Letter, I gave you to under- 
Rand, that there is ſuch a thing as Men call an Erroneous Cor- 
{cience, and that there is a Zzal ſometimes which is not accor- 
ding to Knowledge ; and hence I infer what a prudent and ſober- 
mind-d Chriſtian ought to do, when-he had ſome Scruples upon 
hin before he left the Communion of the Church he was in: ti 
ought firſt, from Scripture and Reaſon, to examine into the Va 
lidity of the Scruples that ſeem to diſſuade him from his former 
Profeihion, 


Now what has been ſaid upon this Head, will, I hope, fatishe | 


_- my 
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Profeſſion ; and when he has done the beſt he can herein, if his 
Scruples {till grow upon him, before he quits his old way. he 
hou'd then, by all due ways and means examine into the Truth 
ind Safety of the new way propoſed unto him inſtead of the old 


«nz, elſe it may ſo happen, that his Change may be for the 


worſe, and this no wiſe Man wou'd make. 

Now, in the making this Examination, I put you in this way 
for finding out whether your old Profeſſion or the new propoſed 
one was the better; I adviſed you to conſulr the holy Scriptures 
(the Standard of Truth) and therevy try your old Religion and 
rour pretended new one, and ſee which of them is purer in Do- 
drine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip: and if, upon a Fair hearing of 
the Cauſe, the old one ſhould prove the better, ir would then be 
dear you ought not in prudence to change; and till this is 
lone, you are to keep to your old way. And, 

For the more orderly trying this Caule, our Adverſaries being 
Complainants , and accuſing our Church of falſe DoArines, ir 
lies upon them to prove what thoſe DoCtrines are, and what be 
thoſe unlawful Terms of Communion ſhe requires, that are nor 
juſtifiable by the Word of God ; and till then we are to keep 
our Ground, and to att only as Defendants in the Cauſe, no Man 
ting by Law bound to accuſe himſelf. And he thar voluntarily 
couſes a Quarrel againſt the Religion he has been brought up in, 
nithour knowing firſt, why and wherefore, atts the parr of 
1weak, not to ſay a contentious, Chriſtian; and ris a true Maxim, 
He that accuſes another of diſhoneſty, ought 10 look to himſelf in 
the firſt place : Therefore in dealing with our Adverſaries (who 
xe ſo free of their obloquies) I rook this Method, purſuant 
0 the proverbial Saying now mentioned, and ſo inquired whar pre- 
tence they have for the Truth; for if they are in the wrong, there's 
no colour tor your Joyning with them, what ever there may. he 
for your leaving the Church : for ſuppoſe, for Argument ſake, rhe 
way you have been in is not good ; yet if the new way you are 
invited to be worſe, *tis madneſs to change : ſo that be the Title 
naught, that in poſſeſſion by the Courtehie of all Laws, -is to be 
look't upon the beſt, and ought to be ſo efteem'd, until a better 
IS prov'd. In examining then into the Goodneſs and Truth of 
their Cauſe in Matter of Religion, I took this Method, 

1/. I gave' the CharaQter of thoſe Perſons who were the firſt 
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Broachers of this Se& of the Anabaptiſts; and this (Neighboys ) 
is a very material rhing to be conſtdered*: For ſuppole I had 1 
journey to take of great Conſequence, and being a Stranger tg 
the way, ſome Perſons come, and do very officiouſly ofter them. 
ſelves ro be my Guide, pretending they underſtand the Road yy 
well, and are making to the ſame place; well ſurely in thi 
cate, before I give my felt up to their Guidance and Condy8 
I ſhou'd know who they are, enquire into their charatter, whether 
they are ( bon & legales Homines )) honeſt and true Men, ang 
ſhou'd I find them otherwiſe, it wou'd be very madneſs to take 
them for Guides, let them pretend never ſo fairly : For thus has 
many an honeſt Man been chouſt our of his Money (and ſome. 
timcs his Lite too) by the fair Speeches of Thieves and Robber, 
{n rhis Caſe, he that values his own fatety ſhou'd with all ſpeel 
rid himſelf of their Company, and while he may without ha- 
Zard, bid them adieu. Now, 

To bring this matter home, I have let you know, what the 
firſt Setters-up of this Sect were ; when and where it was they 
cry'd up their ſtupendous DoQtrine, Repent and be re-baptized, 
or elſe you are damn'd; what horrid Exploits they play'd, what 
Barbarous Acts they were guilty of, how they ſack'd and plundred 
all before them, filling all the places wherever they came with 
Blood and Confuſion at Leyden, Munſter, Amſterdam, Utrecht, 
and other places. Now this is matter of Fa&t, and cannot 
be denied ; and pray what think you of theſe new Guides? Is it 
ſafe to follow them ? Did Chriſt and his Apoſtles ever take theſe 
methods to. plant the DoCQtrines of the Chriſtian Religion? And 
ſhou'd it be alledged, that the preſent Leaders of the An- | 
baptiſts are other fort of Men; I anſwer, Where there are the 
fime Principles, there wants nothing but Power and Opportu- 
nity to produce the ſame Effects. And this brought me, 

2/y. To conſider what Doctrines they taught. They held that 
Chriſt was not the true God ; to this let them*take St. Fohn's 
anſwer, Who 1s a lyar but he that denyeth that Feſus is the Chriſt® 
He is Antichriſt that denyeth the Father and.the Son. 

They taught alſo that we are to. be faved by our own Merits 
and Sufferings, and that there is no Original Sin; and this takes 
away the Merit of our Saviour's Intercefſion, and the SatisfaCti- 
on that he made on our behalf. They excluded Infants out of 
the Grace of the Covenant, contrary to our Loxd's command, de- 
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_ nying them Baptiſm, which is a Means whereby we recerve the 
ſame, and a Pledge 10 aſſure us thereof. They held it lawful tor 
1 Man to have more Wives than one ; and this ſhews their Con- 
tinence and Chaſtity ; that the godly was to inherit the Earth , 
and Oaths not to be kept with rhe Magiſtrate ; and this diſcovers 
their Principles of Civil Government ; That any Perſon might 
take upon him the Miniſterial Oitice ; and this invades our Savi- 
our's Authority he left with the Apoſtles and their lawful Succeſ- 
fours in this behalf. Bur enough of the Doctrines of this new 
 way.----I went on, 
2d/y. And ſhewed that the preſent Methods our Adverſaries uſually 
take in managing their Cauſe argues that the ſame is naught, for 
that they are always inveighing againſt the DoCtrines or Practice 
of others, inſtead of proving from Scripture and Reaſon the Truth 
and Goodneſs of their own way. To this add the great Conti- 
dence ( without Reaſon ) they have of their Caule; ard that be- 
ing buoy'd-up with Ignorance and Prejudice, what a noite and po- 
ther they make in promoting it, as if they were ſo many G0/4!%'s 
in arguing, that none could ſtand before them. 

Witneſs the late confident and preſumptuous Challenge they 
made at Epworth, to enter into a publick Diſpute with the Reve- 
tend Mr. We/ly the preſent Miniſter thereof, who is indeed ( the 
Fett of his good Nature) too civil to them, and too much tor- 
bearing of their inſolent Behaviour, in confronting the eftabliſh'd 
Religion, in Oppolition and open Defiance to the wholſome Laws 


of tne Land, made and provided for the Honour and Security of 


the ſame, 

But let me tell them, They who do not value the Peace of the 
Church, will never regard the Peace of the State : But we delire 
no more of their Munſter-broyls, occaſioned by their ſeditious 
Diſputations ; therefore *tis good for them not to uſe their liber- 
ty for a cloak of Maliciouſneſs; for it they will ſo far tread in 
ihe ſteps of their farſt Reformers as to intrench upon the Authority 
and kind Indulgence of the Magiſtrate, they muſt be let under- 
land, that he beareth not the Sword in vain. And as tor their 
Goliath's Arguments, let them nor produce them as is their com- 
mon uſage in a ſeditious and tumultuous manner, where noile {hail 
. Prevail above Truth and Reaſon, but in a manly and chriſtian way. 
and we tear them not; for I do not doubt bur when their Locks of 
Pride and Ignorance ( where their fs Strength _ _ 
Ee 2 LOP 


*3 


$194 M 


FE 


w. $0 
c 


Anabaptiſm C onſidered. 


lop'd off, they'll be found in Argument like other Men, and thoſe 
of the meaneſt Rank too. 

Thus (Neighbour, ) if you will but ſeriouſly conſider the Men, 
or their Principles, or their manner of ſpreading and abetting of 
them, I hope you will think it moſt adviſeable to keep to your 
old way, until a better than this before us is ſhewn you to walk 
in: and thus we might (as I told you) ſtand our ground, anda& 
only defenſively. Bur being 'tis the Cauſe of God and Truth, and 
the defign of this Letter being not ſo much to aſlail our Adverſq- 
ries, as to ſatisfie your Scruples, which it not ſolid, are art leaſt, | | 
believe, well meant ; I put the Cauſe ſtill ro a fairer Iffue, and 
Jaid before you the Strength of our Adverſaries in the two main 
Objections. 

1/t. As to the Objects of Baptiſm. 

2dly. As to the manner of irs Adminiſtration. 

As to the firſt ObjeCtion, 'I ſhew'd you the Streſs of it lay in 
this, That Faith and Repentance ſhou'd- precede Baptiſm, which 
Children not being capable of, are not to be baptized : and thar 
none of the force of the Objettion ſhould be loſt in the handling 
pr ir, I took it in pieces, and ſpoke ſeverally to the Branches 
of it. | 

And firſt, as to Faith, I ſhew'd you by. way of parallel, that 
Circumciſion in the old Teſtament being a Seal of the righteouſ- 
neſs of Faith, of which Infants were then capable, it muſt needs fol- 
low by parity of Reaſon that Children of Believers under the Gol- 
pel, muſt be alſo capable of Baptiſm which is the Seal of the New 
Teſtament, unleſs they will ſuppoſe that the firſt Seal of the Co- 
venant given to Abraham was more privilegial and extenſive in fa- 
vour, than the ſecond Seal given by Chriſt. I ſhew'd farther, 2s 
matter of Fact, That Children, as well as Men and' Women, 
were always diſcipled by Baptiſm in the Zewh Church, and that 
Children were included in our Lord's general Commiſſion, they 
being part of a// Nations: And that the manner of executing this 
Commiſſion in all Nations wherever the Chriſtian. Faith -hath 
{ſpread it ſelf ever fince the Apoſtles Days, and in all probability 
In their rime alſo doth aſcertain the matter of Fa&t as to the bap- 
tizing of Infants beyond all denial. 

For matter of Right, I ſhew'd you that Infants have an unque- | 
{tionable Title to the thing ſignified, of ſuch being, as our Saviour 


faith, the Kingdom of Heaven, who can queſtion their having 2 
right 
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right to the ſign? beſides that the Promiſe is to you and your Chil- 
dren, and that the promiſſory Grace in the Sacrament is- no ways 
ſetted by the . perſonal Incapacity of the Recipient, for that a 
King may becrown'd in a Cradle, and become really King, though 
he knows not of it; and many Kindnelles may be actually done 
to Infants, by their Parents, Friends, or Guardians, though they 
are not privy to it; and however ar the leaſt, Children now of 
believing Parents are every whit as capable of the Seal of Baptiſm 
25 the Children of the 7Zews were of the Seal of Circumciſion, as 


was before declar'd, and for rhe Reaſons there alledged. 


As to the ſecond branch of their firſt Exception, Repentance. 

[ ſhew'd you very plainly, that ir concerns adult Perſons only ; 
for Infants having not been guilty of actual Sins, there is no oc- 
cafion for their actual Repentance ; and as for Perſons of riper 
Years ( if they're not baptized till then) we do agree they ought 


firſt to believe; for it would be moſt unreaſonable-ro admit an' 


adult Perſon Chriſt's. Diſciple, who did nor firſt believe in him 
and acknowledge him for. his Saviour ; and thar there is alſo in 
theſe a neceſſity of Repentance; for ſuch having been alſo guilty 
of actual Sins, they ought and mult repent of them, before they 
are capable of this Sacrament which is the Laver of Regenerati- 
0n;. and he that puts on Chriſt muſt become a New Creature. I 
came then, 

To the ſecond general Objection relating to the Mode of Bap- 
tiſm, and did ſo far agree, that Dipping was probably the manner 
of baptizing in the 7erzoz/h Church, and rhat the ſame was likely 
ſo roo in Fobr's Baptiſm ; but then I ſhew'd you there was at 
that time a particular Reaſon for this Mode of baptizing, for that 


the Perſons then to be baptized had, as it were, a viſible, or out-' 


ward Uncleanneſs upon them, namely 7udai/m or Heatheniſm. 1 
agree farther, that this Cuſtom was probably in uſe in hor Coun- 
tries ſome time after Chriſt and his Apoſtles, where rhe ſame might 
be done without endangering the Health of the baptized : and I 
ſhew'd you alſo that our Church is not againſt this uſe when it 
= be done with fafety, as appears by her Ryb7:1c& of Bap- 
tiſm. | 
But then to urge, that this Mode of dipping is Eſſential in the 
very nature of the Sacrament, that I deny'd, and put it to the Ana- 
baptiſts to prove it if they could; and did ſay, and do ſay ſtill, 
that a little. Water in Baptiſm, by ſprinkling or pouring the ſame 
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upon the Perſon baptized, doth as virtually and ſacramentally 
exhibit the Sea! of the Covenant, as the greateſt quantity what. 
ever; even as I ſhew'd you by the like parity of Reaſon, that x 
little Bread and Wine, the leaſt Sup, as well as the bigec|} 
Draught, in the other Sacrament, doth ſufficiently repreſent the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt ro every worthy Communicant ; and 


erzupon did urge farther, that for any Perſon to infift upoy 


Dipping as efential to the Sacrament of Baptiſm, it ſeem'd to me 
ro be a leaning too much to the Judaical Waſhings, and putting 
roo much ſtreſs upon the outward Sign ( the Element of Water) 
and a {lighting the thing ſignified, the inward waſhing and inyi. 
fible operations of the Spirir. 1 ſhew'd you what was the Juds- 
ment. of an ancient Father of the Church when conſulted on this 
occaſion, and what was and is the Practice of all, or moſt, Chri. 
{tian Churches in the Weſtern and Northern parts of the World: 
and now in the cloſe I ſhall refer the whole matter of this Letter 
to your ſerious and Chriſtian Conſideration, with this Caution on: 
ly, that you bear always in mind, in the peruſal of it, St. Pauls 
Advice to T1mothy, Of theſe things put them in remembrance, 
charging them pefirs the Lord, that they ftrrve not .about words to 
no profit, but to the ſubverting of the hearers. To conclude, 

Thus (Nezghbour) you ſee, upon due enquiry made, there's 
really nothing in the new way we have been ſpeaking of to invite 
you to it, unleſs Principles of Sedition, Herefte and Schiſm, can 
be any due Motives herein. No, the Apoſtle St. Pax/ poſitively 
affirms, that they who upon this account cauſe Divifions in the 
Church of God; are ſuch as love not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
that by their good words and fair ſpeeches they decerve the hearts 
of the {imple. Pray then, be not led away with an outward ſhew 
of pretended SanCtity and Holineſs, for ſuch a Vizard the falle 
Teachers were to put on. *Tis our Saviour's own Affirmation, 
that there ſhould ariſe falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets, who 
ſhould be ſo artful in their counterfeit ſhews of Piety, as to g0 
near impoſing upon the very Favourites of Heaven, the Elect or 
choſen of God. | 

Take therefore our Lord's Advice herein ; If they ſhall ſay unto 
thee, he is in the deſart, go not forth : behold, he 7s in the ſecret 
chamber, believe it not. For when the Root is unſound, the 
Branches muſt be ſo likewiſe: A corrupt Tree may bring forth 
Fruit fair to the eye, but not really good. Where the Doctrines 


. 
ne ee 


of 


Anabaptiſm Conſidered. 
of any Sett are againſt God's Word (as *tis plain the Arnabapriſts 


are) they are none of Chriſt's, let them pretend what they will. 


Hear what our Lord bids us do in this caſe; Fudge not according 
tothe appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 

And as there is nothing in the new -way, things rightly confi- 
dered, to invite you to it, ſo you have heard there is nothing in 
the old way, the good old Religion you have been baptized and 
brought up in, 'to diſſuade you from it. All the ObjeCtions our 
Adverfaries have yet made are vaniſh'd, and fled as Chitt before 
the Wind. Truth is great, and will prevail. ' If you are there- 
fore a Lover of God and of Chriſt, of Truth and of your own 
Soul, hold faſt ro your former Profteſhon without wavering, and 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift give you a right Underſtanding in all 
things. 


Which zs the ſincere and hearty Prayer of 


Hatfield, 


6 
_ fan. 19. 1559 


Your loving Friend and Miniſter, 


Willam Eratt. 
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I! Am told CNezghbour) by ſeveral, that you ſeem concern'd, 
for thar you hear I'm angry at you. Now to be free with 
you, and that you may have no more occaſion to liſten to Hear- 


lay, I tell you frankly I am in ſome meaſure really ſo : but that] 


may not be miſunderſtood in this, you mult give me leave herein 
to expreſs my own Meaning; and this is but common Juſtice, 
every Man being ſuppos'd the belt Interpreter of his own words, 

In order then that you or any other Perſon may the better un. 
derſtand my Meaning when I ſay I am angry at you, I ſhall confi- 
der the matter two ways, with regard to an unjuſt or a juſt Anger: 
and the Word bears theſe two ſenſes in the common Liſage of. it, 
and Fay alſo raken in Holy Writ. To theſe I ſhall ſpeak a little 
ieverally. | 

t. As to unjuſt Anger, taken in a fſtrit ſenſe, ir imports, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, not ſo much an Evil, as a groundleſs and haſty 
Paſſion. The former of theſe our Saviour condemns, when he 
tells us, We muſt not be angry with our Brother without a cauſe , 
of the latter I take the elder Son in the Goſpel to be guilty ; for 
though his Anger, with regard to his prodigal Brother, might 
not be altogether groundleſs, yet was it too raſh and haſty. 

The Thoughts of his Brother having waſted his Father's Goods 
in riotous living, gave cauſe of juſt Reſentment ;” but then the 
conſideration of his being reform'd, of. his becoming a new Man, 
of his being return'd home in his Perſon, but nor in his Vices, 
which moved the tenderneſs of a Father to pardon, ſhould allo, 
if it had been well conſidered, have prevail'd with the Brother too 
not to have been angry : the greater Good ſhou'd have our-bal- 
lanced the leftzr Evil ; and ſo the occafion of the Father's Mirth 
ſhou'd have ſtirr'd up Joy in the Brother alſo, and not a fretting 


Paſfon, being grounded upon this ſolid Reaſon, For this thy Bro- 


ther was dead and 7s alive again, way loſt and, is found. 

I am, alas! too much Man to clear my ſelf of having been 
never guilry of both theſe two fooliſh Paſſions, a Groundlels and 
Haſty Anger ; and, to take up the words of holy 7ob, Should | 


Ju ? if C 
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iaſtific my felf. herem, my own mouth mould condemn me. 
No, far be that Preſumption from me; but I muſt freely with 
the Apoſtle own my ſelt of /ike Paſſions with other men. 

Now as to the latter inftance of an haſty Paſſion, I wiſh I 
might with the elder Brother be blam'd and condemn'd. by all 

Men, fhou'd I be angry when I ought to rejoyce it my 

iraying Brother who was loſt ſhould be found and return 
home. And fo much for umuft Anger in the aforementioned 
reſpects. Fa | 

Bur then there's an unjuſt Anger which goes farther, and may 
come within the Verge of a malicious Temper. Now ſhould 
any be fo uncharitable as to infmuate from my faying'T was an- 
gry at you, that I malicioully intended you an ill turn, the occa- 
fon of it might be ſuppoſed one of theſe two things; either 
it was in prejudice to. your Perſon, or in pique to the Se& of 
the tiny which you feem inclining to: As to both which, 
| thus apologize for my ſelt. 


1. As to a malicious Temper : I appeal to all my Neigh- 
' bours, wherher ever my Carriage or Behaviour among them has 
leſerv'd ſuch a Cenfure. Thar I have been ever ready upon all 
occaſions to ſerve my Parifhioners, and to do them any kindneſs 
that lay in my power, I promiſe my ſelf ſo much, that every 
one: of them (not excepting Zobn Woodward) wou'd ( if need 
require) averr in-my behalt. | | 


2. As to any bitterneſs of Spirit towards Diſfenters from the 
Church, wich that I hope none can juſtly charge me; and I 
Put the Queſtion to- your ſelf, Whether all the: laſt Year, in 
your Converſe with me. ({ when' Church-warden ) you ever at 
ary time heard me rail againſt any Perfons whatſoever that 
- — Eos me in point of Religion. ( This then being pre- 
mifed, WY 
- I muſt tell you there's a great difference to be made betwixt 
Oe who has all his Life-rime - been brought up a Difſenrer 
(whom Education and Cuſtom has ſo far blinded that he can- 
not eafily, if he would, diſcern and embrace the Truth) and a 
Perſon that out of an unadviſed and wilful Humour runs away 
irom the Church, and knows nor = or Wherefore. 
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The firſt is an. Infirmity, and is really to be pitied ; the other 
is a Diſeaſe, and ſo proper means are to be made uſe of in or- 
der to a Cure. Now in this caſe, all gentle Methods are fir 
to be taken; and he muſt be reckon'd an unwiſe or an unfaith. 
Ful Phyſician, rhat ſhou'd do otherwiſe: but if all this is done, 
and the Diſeaſe ſtill grows worſe and worſe, turns to a malig. 
nant Diſtemper, and threatens —_— to the Publick, 

In ſuch an Extremity, when the Infection cannot be cured, it 


has always been thought adviſable to ſhut up or remove the 
Perſon infected, though never fo near a Friend. And I think [ 
may herein, without being guilty of -a Droll or lightneſs of 
Expreſſion in ſo ſerious a matter as is now before us, apply the 
common Proverb, which is as true as plain, That one ſcab}d 
Sheep may infett a whole Flock. But, | 


2. There's. a juſt Anger. And of this ſort we have ſufficient 
Examples in Holy Writ; and thus Zacob did juſtly reſent Re. 
checl's too forward Petition, Grve me children, or elſe I de, 
as if that Bleſſing had been abſolutely in the Power of Ma; - 
and therefore Facob's Anger was kindled againſt Rache/, (though 
*tis known he loved her well) and he ſaid, Am I :7 God's ſtead? 
who has withheld from thee the fruat of the womb 2 Genelis 30, 
Ver. I, 2. 

And ſo was. Moſes juſtly CT at Korah-and his-Compa- 
ny for their preſumptuous uſurping the Prieſt's Office, and 
private tampering with the People, to ſet them a murmuring 
againſt Moſes and Aaron, their Governour and their Prieft. 

Thus did our Blefſed Saviour unkindly refent the Abuſe of 
the Temple, the. Houſe of Prayer, in the Peoples profaning of it 
by their merchandizing in the ſame; his Words. and his AQtons 
ſhew this: He caſt out them that bought and fold in the Temple, 
and overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and the ſeats-of 
them that ſold doves, ſaying, my houſe ſhall be called of all natt- 
ons the houſe of Prayer, but. ye have made it a den of Thieves, 
Mark 11. 15, 17. | 

And. thus. is God. Almighty ſaid to be angry with his People, 
when they offend either by their Words or ACtions. And to 
give you another Inſtance; When the People, out of a pretence 


of greater Holineſs, diſſented from. the publick Wozſhip, _ 
| their 
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their private Sacrifices, and offered ſtrange Incenfe. Now as 


to the Crime, and how God Almighty reſented ir, hear from 
his own Word, I have ſpread out my hands all the day unto a 


rebellious People which walketh in a way that was not good, (aftey 


their own Thoughts) a People that provoketh me to Anger con- 
tinually to my face (and how was this?.) that ſacrificeth in 
Gardens and burneth Incenſe upon brick, which ſay, Stand by 
thy ſelf, come not near to me,' for I am hohier than thou : 
theſe are a ſmoak in my noſe, and a fire that burneth all 


From what has been urged on this Head I infer, That in 
ſome caſes there is a very juſt Anger. Thus Magiſtrates may, 
and ought, ſharply to reprehend all ſeditious and villainous 
Pratices. So alſo Parents diſobedient Children, . Maſters un- 
nly Servants, and the Miniſters of. God's Word ought to tell 
the People under their charge of their Faults : Cry a/oud and 
ſpare not (faith the Propher 1/a:ah, chap. 58. ver. 1.) ſhew my 
Pople therr tranſgreſſions, (and theſe related to Errqurs-.in 
Principles as well as Practice: ) ſo 1 alſo as a Miniſter -of the 
Goſpel ( though one, God. knows, the unworthieſt "of my 
Brethren ) do think I fall a ſhare in this Authority or Power 
of reprehending Errours in my - Pariſhioners, whether of Opi- 
nion or otherwile. | | 


And in this Caſe, and upon this Account, I am angry with 


you, who. having lived 10 long in the - Communion of out 
Church, who the very laſt Year performed the Office of Church- 
warden, and I muſt needs ſay, did, I believe, according to your 
0ath, and the beſt of your Knowledge, honeſtly diſcharge your 
kf herein z who was the ſame Year confirmed by the Biſhop, 
and did then, (if you underſtood your Duty therein) renew 
your Baptiſmal Vow, and promiſe to remain ſtedfaſt in your 
holy Profeſſion. 
cament of the Lord's Supper, which is or ought to be the Seal 
E = Confirmation in the Faith and Doctrines of our Lord Je-- 
us Chriſt. 


Now for you to have done all this, and as ſoon as ever you - 


was out of Office of Church-warden, to run away from the 
Church, from your Baptiſm, from the late ſolemn Confirmari- 


"n thereof, trom the Communion with your Brethren at the 
E 2 | Lord's 


Add to this, your frequent receiving the Sa-- 
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Lord's Table, and never to tell your Miniſter Why or Wherefore 


you did ir, is to me very unaccountable as if the Profeſhon of 
our Church was ſo groundleſs and fo deſpicable, that nothing 


gou'd be ſaid for it worth your regarding. 


But now to ſee how the Caſe is alter'd is admirably ſtrange; 
Yon are already more civil to your new way ; witneſs what you 
{3id Yeſterday at Mr. Pryms, among your Neighbours ; name. 
ly, That did I come, you had nothing to ſay ro me: but, if | 
plezs'd, one of your Teachers ſhould give me a meeting, and 


diſpute it out with me. In the name of Goodneſs whar a ſhame | 


is ir, that you ſhould already be ſo muffled and- blinded, as to 
pin your Faith on another Man's fleeve! 
[r nor this plain Confeſſion, .you have forſaken your old way, 


and raken a new one, and you know not Why-or Wherefore. 


This is not according to the Apoſtle Sr. Perer's Rule, which 


bids us be ready always 10 grove an anſwer to every man that ash- 


eth you the reaſon of ihe hope that # in you, with mcekneſs and 


to your old Profeſſion you had fo long liv'd in, had you told 
your new Teachers thus: S2rs, before I turn, you muſt give me 


leave to adviſe firſt with my own (or ſome more able) Miniſter, | 
and then you ſhall bear farther from me. | 


But ro ſay, with reſpe&t ro your new way, Ycu refer me to 
your Teachers, diſcovers the Sandineſs of the Foundation you 
build upon : "Tis a Popiſh Principle, and argues an implicit 
Fairh. This very plainly ſhews, that you are become one of 
thoſe St. Paul ſpeaks of when he thus declares, | 

1he 112e ſhall come when Men will not endure found Doftrine, 


but after their own luſts ſhall heap to themſelves Teachers, 
 baving itching ears : And they ſhall turn away their ears fron 


the Truth, and ſhall be turn'd to fables, 2 Tim. 4. 3, 4- 
1 cannot but farther rake- notice of the indecent, not to fay 


cenlorious, Exprefhon that you left me laſt nighr as a bone to | 
Pick ON 5 VIZ. That you would ſlay no longer, for that you loved |} 


nut the works of darkneſs. 


Pray what do you mean? If you ſpeak it with reſpect to | 


me, ] deſire ro know what are thoſe black and helliſh Deeds 
you: have to lay to my charge : A God's-name ſpeak our, and 
| - no 
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no more than you know is true, and I ask you no Indulgence. - 
| But if you would infinuate into my People a Belief of chings 
that are falſe, this I muſt needs fay is neither Chriſtian ' nor fair 
dealing. | | | 

If by the Works of Darkneſs on meant, that I,*which regard 
to my Profeſſion, am a b/:nd Guide, and fo thoſe that follow 
me, like Men Pry dark, muft fall in the Ditch. | 

[ anſwer, Thar I believe thoſe of my Pariſhioners who were 
with me laſt Night, and heard what I faid, did nor think fo. 
| add farther, however the. Cauſe I have taken upon. me to 
juſtify may ſufter by my Weakneſs or Inability in its Manage- 
ment. | | 
[ muſt tell you, the Light of the Church you have left, and 
ſv much deſpiſe, will ſhine bright as the Sun in the Firma- 


"ment, when your new Lamp, having ſpent all . its drofly 


0yl, ſhall be quite exringuith'd, and leave only an unplza- 
fant ſmell behind it ; ſhall vaniſh in Smoak and Stench. 
Now to prevent your raſh cenſuring after this manner 


for the future, a Talent peculiar and remarkable in the 


&&t you are inclining to. I adviſe you to bear in mind 
what the Apoſtle ſays, Why doſl thou judge thy Brother 2 
i why doſt thou ſct at naught thy Brother ? for we ſhall all 


| fand before the Fudment ſeat of Chriſt. 


Thoſe things confider'd, I cannot but think I've a juſt Cauſe 
to refent-and be angry art your too forward and indiſcreet Zeal. 
bur then, - . | | 

By way of Apology in your -behalf, I conſider alſo ( Hu- 


manum eſt errare ) Miſtake is a common Infirmity, and de- 


mands a Chriſtian Compatſhon and Forbearance, ſo that a Man 


does nor perſiſt wittully in his Faults; for when any one's 


Errours are detected, he ought and muſt own and forſake 
them : and the doing this is {o far from being a {hame, thar 
tis Manly and Chriſtian. = | 

Pray then (Neighbour) do not tye up your Reaſon and your 


Conſcience, but give your ſelf the freedom of Thinking and 


Judging, the only diſtinguiſhing CharaQter of a reaſonable 
Man. *Tis yet in your power to do your ſelf and your Church 


Juſtice : and I have already learn'd from Sr. Pau! how to he- 


lave my {ſelf towards a penitent Offender; Brethren, if any Man 
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Poſiſcript. 
be overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reflore ſuch 4 
in the Spirit of Meekaiſs, conſidering thy ſol, ft ths allo be 
tempted. 


What remains, but to beg .of God to give you Grace to re- 
turn home, and me your Miniſter, and all your Brethren, my 
Pariſhioners, Grace alſo .to receive you again as we ought, 
Which is the unfeigned prayer of, 


From Valkenburgh- 
Hall iz the Levels, Tours as before, 


Fan. 30. 1699. 
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